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1.2. STRUCTURAL QUESTIONS 
1.2.1. Internal structure of the sentence 

1.2.1.1. Copular sentences 

Copular sentences always consist of an equational construction with two 
nominal constituents united by the auxiliary verbs hi- 'be' or o:- 'become'. 
This type of sentence has, as a rule, overt copular verb forms expressing 
being or becoming. 

1.2.1.1.1. Copular sentences with nominal complement 

1.2.1.1.1.1. Is an overt 'be'-copula optional or obligatory? An overt 'be'- 
copula is obligatory with the exception of the third-person singular of the 
present tense (bi-si-n 'is'), for example: 

(243) Tar oron n'ami (bi-si-n). 
that reindeer female (be-prs-3sg) 
'That reindeer is a doe.' 

(244) Minngi ami-m bejumimni (bi-si-n). 
my father-1 sg.poss hunter (be-prs-3sg) 
'My father is a hunter.' 

(245) Bi alagumni bi-che-v. 

I teacher be-pst-lsg 
T was a teacher.' 

1.2.1.1.1.2. Marking of the predicate noun Both the subject and the 
predicate noun are always in the nominative case: 

(246) Tar bira gerbi-n Enisei. 
that river name-3sg.poss Enisei 
'The name of that river is Enisei.' 

(247) Si aja havalimni bi-si-nni. 
you good worker be-prs-2sg 
'You are a good worker/ 

(248) Nungan degiktemni bi-d'anga-n. 
he pilot be-fut-3sg 
'He will be a pilot.' 
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1.2.1.1.1.3. The order of the constituents The word order is, as a rule, 
Subject-Complement-V (see (243)-(248), though the copula may precede 
the complement, compare: 

(249) Taduk nungartyn aichimni-1 o:-cha-tyn. 
then they doctor-pl become-pst-3pl 
Then they became doctors/ 

(250) Tar bi-si-n minngi girki-v. 

that be-prs-3sg my friend-lsg.poss 
'This is my friend.' 

The equational construction Subject-Nominal Predicative-Copula (with 
copulas bi- 'be' and o:- 'become'), as a rule, links simple nouns without 
any modifiers. Nevertheless nominal constituents of any degree of com- 
plexity are possible. In all cases the subject represents the argument to be 
identified and the predicative noun represents the identifying element. 
There may be no overt identified element, as in: 

(251 ) Boloni bi-che-n. 
autumn be-pst-3sg 
'It was autumn.' 

In such cases the presupposed subject may be anaphoric and the sentence 
may clarify or expand the preceding discourse, compare: 

(252) a. Nungartyn Evenki-1 bi-si-0. 

they Evenki-pl be-prs-3pl 

'They are the Evenkis.' 

(252) b. Evenki-I bi-si-0. 

Evenki-pl be-prs-3pl 
'They are the Evenkis.' 

1.2.1.1.2. Copular sentences with adjectival complement 

Adjectival statements containing quality assignment are formed exactly 
like those with nominal complements: with a copula bi- 'be' or o:- 
' become'. 

1.2.1.1.2.1. Optional vs obligatory status of copula A copula is obliga- 
tory in all tenses with the only exception in the case of the third-person 
singular in the present tense, for example: 

(253) Tar oron burgu-meme (bi-si-n). 
that reindeer fat-ints (be-prs-3sg) 
'That reindeer is very fat.' 
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1.3. COORDINATION 

1.3.1. Means and types of coordination 

1.3.1.1. Means of coordinating sentences 

Sentences may be coordinated either by the enclitic -dA or with the help of 
the conjunctional adverb taduk '(and) then'. Much more frequently instead 
of coordinated structures subordinate constructions are used which in- 
volve various converbal forms with coreferential subjects (see 1.1.2.4.2.1). 

1.3.1.1.1. 'And'-coordination 

Two sentences with finite verb forms in the same tense may be coordin- 
ated by the addition of enclitic -dA 'and' either to the first constituent of 
the second sentence (usually to the subject) or to both coordinated 
constituents: 

(331) Nurtgartyn tynive eme-cho-tyn, girki-1-tyn-da 

they yesterday come-pst-3sg friend-pl-3pl.poss-clt 

tynive chagudu eme-cho-tyn. 

yesterday after come-pst-3pl 

'They came yesterday and their friends came the day before 

yesterday.' 

(332) Bira-li d'av-il-da ngene-vki-1, kater-il-da 
river-prol boat-pl-clt go-hab.part-pl launch-pl-clt 

ngene-vki-1. 

go-hab.part-pl 

'Boats go along the river, (and) launches go along the river.' 

Less frequent is the conjunction taduk '(and) then' which is placed before 
the second sentence: 
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(333) Bejetken togo daga-du-n teget-chere-n taduk 
boy fire near-dat-3sg.poss sit-prs-3sg and 

nginakin daga-du-n bi-si-n. 

dog near-dat-3sg.poss be-prs-3sg 

'The boy is sitting near the fire and his dog is nearby/ 

(334) Asa-1 bira-li ejen-d'ere-0 taduk bira 
woman-pl river-prol boat-prs-3pl and.then river 

o:-ra-n. 

become-nfut-3sg 

'The women drift along the river and then another river comes 

in sight/ 

It is much more common, however, both in coreferential and in non- 
coreferential constructions to place all but the last verb in the converbal 
form, without any enclitics or conjunctions. See 2.1.3.5.2 for the complete 
paradigm of converbal forms and 1.1.2.4.2.1 for examples of coordinated 
constructions by means of conjoining finite and converbal forms. The 
latter type of construction analogous to coordinated ones in European 
languages is predominant in Evenki. 'True' coordination with two or 
more sequential actions expressed only by indicative finite forms occurs 
very seldom. 

1.3.1.1.2. 'But' -coordination 

The conjunction emi-val 'but' may be used for this type of coordination. 
This conjunction is placed before the second sentence. Both verb forms are 
indicative, and clauses may be both coreferential and non-coreferential: 

(335) Nungan eri-d'eche-n atyrkan-me, emi-va tar kuiki 
he call-impf-3sg old.woman-accd but that deaf 

bi-che-n. 

be-pst-3sg 

'He called the old woman but she was deaf/ 

(336) Beje gun-e-n tuli:le inginipchu bi-si-n, emi-val tar 
man say-nfut-3sg outside cold be-prs-3sg but that 

eche ted'e bi-si. 

no true be-part 

'The man said that it was cold outside, but that is not true/ 



1.3.1.1.3. 'Or'-coordination 

Two clauses may be coordinated in this case by means of enclitics 
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-gu/-ku/-ngu (otherwise used as interrogative enclitics; see 1.1.1.2) or ~li 
(borrowed from Russian). These enclitics are added to both disjunctive 
parts of the sentence, for example: 

(337) Amakan tygde-d'e-n-ngu, imanna-d'a-n-ngu. 
soon rain-fut-3sg-clt snow-fut-3sg-clt 
'Soon it will either rain or snow/ 

(338) Bi e-che-v sa:-re nungan emukin 
I neg.aux-pst-lsg know-part he alone 

eme-d'e-n-li, asin-nun-mi eme-d'e-n-li. 

come-fut-3sg-clt wife-com-prefl come-fut-3sg-clt 

'I do not know if he will come alone or if he will come with his 

wife.' 



1.3.1.1.4. 'Neither-nor'-coordination 

This type of coordination is expressed by the addition of two positive 
enclitics -dA 'both . . . and' to both negated parts of the sentence contain- 
ing negative forms of the verbs: 

(339) Bi-de nungan-da e-che-vun eme-re. 
I-clt he-clt neg.aux-pst-lpl.exe come-part 
'Neither I nor he came.' 

(340) Kungakan tang-d'a-mi-da duku-d'a-mi-da 
child read-impv-conv-clt write-impv-conv-clt 

mulli-d'ara-n. 

not.be.able-prs-3sg 

'The child cannot read or write.' /'The child can neither read 

nor write/ 

1.3.1.2. Coordination of two or more constituents 

1.3.1.2.1. One coordinator for each element 

Coordinating enclitics -gu / -ku / -ngu and -li (borrowed from Russian) are 
always attached to both elements that are 'or' -coordinated ((337), (338)). 
The 'and'-coordinating enclitic -dA is also added to both coordinated 
elements (see (332), (339), (340)), compare: 
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1.4. NEGATION 

1.4.1. Sentence negation 

Sentence negation is expressed either by means of an analytic negative 
form involving the conjugated negative auxiliary e- 'not to . . / and the 
unchangeable participial form in -rA of the notional verb (see (367)-(373)) / 
or by the negative noun axhin 'no /none' (having the plural form a:chi-r) 
denoting absence or lack of some material object (e.g. water, firewood, 
money) or ideal substance (time, strength, etc.). The negative auxiliary is 
fully conjugated and may take some aspectual (iterative -ngna, inchoative 
-/) and mood affixes, the participial form in -rA may also take some verbal 
affixes, for example, the markers of valence (causative, decausative), voice 
(passive, sociative, reciprocal), aspect (imperfective, inchoative, iterative, 
habitual, semelfactive, distributive), modality (volitive, conative, depart- 
ure) and evaluation (high vs low degree of action; pejorative meaning). 
For example: 

(367) Bejumimni homo:ty-va e-che-n va:-re. 
hunter bear-accd neg.aux-pst-3sg kill-part 
'The hunter didn't kill the bear/ 

(368) Bejetken e-che-n girki-1-nun-mi 
boy neg.aux-pst-3sg friend-pl-com-prefl 

suru-mu-re. 

go. a way- vol-part 

'The boy didn't want to go away with His friends.' 

(369) Asatkan degi-1-ve e-ngki-n 

girl bird-pl-accd neg.aux-hab.pst-3sg 

degili-vken-e. (-e < -re) 

fly-caus-part 

'The girl didn't let the birds fly away/ 

(370) Chipkan avady-du bulen-du e-vki 

sable some-dat enemy-dat neg.aux-hab.part 

baka-v-ra. 

find-pass-part 

'Sable is not found by any enemy/ 

(lit.) 'Sable does not let any enemy find it/ 
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1.8. COMPARISON 

1.8.1. Means by which comparison is expressed 

1.8.1.1. Comparative particle 

There are no comparative particles in Evenki. 

1.8.1.2. Comparative element associated with the parameter of comparison, a 
case associated with the noun forming the standard of comparison 

Comparison is expressed by means of a comparative or superlative affix 
on the adjectival base expressing the parameter of comparison and an 
ablative case-marked noun expressing the standard of comparison. The 
comparative morphemes are -tmArl-dymAr 'more' and -tkul-dygu 'most'. 
The latter suffix performs the superlative function, for example: 
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(469) Murin oron-duk hegdy-tmer. 
horse reindeer-abl big-cmpr 
'Ahorse is bigger than a reindeer.' 

(470) Minngi pektyrervun sinngi pektyre:vun-duki-s aja-tmar 
my gun your gun-abl-2sg.poss good-cmpr 

(bi-si-n). 

(be-prs-3sg) 

'My gun is better than your gun.' 

(471) Er bira g'e-duk hulukun-dymer. 
this river other-abl little-cmpr 
'This river is smaller than the other.' 

(472) Er asatkan tar bejetken-duk sagdy-tmar.. 
this girl that boy-abl old-cmpr 
This girl is older than that boy.' 

(473) Tar beje upkat-tuk engesi-tku/engesi-tmer. 
that man all-abl strong-sup /strong-cmpr 

'That man is the strongest of all /stronger than everybody/ 

(474) Er omolgi upkat-tuk gugda-tku. 
this fellow all-abl tall-sup 
'This guy is the tallest of all/ 

1.8.1.3. Comparative particle associated with the standard of comparison only 
This type is lacking. 

1.8.1.4. Other means 

There are no other means of expressing comparison. 

1.8.2. Elements that can be omitted under identity between the 
comparative and superordinate clauses 

The standard of comparison is expressed clausally only by means of nomi- 
nalized (participial) forms. In the case of identity of subjects the second can 
be omitted since it is anaphorically expressed by the possessive inflection: 

(475) Tyma:tne bi kete-tmer-it o:-d'a-m tynive 
tomorrow I much-cmpr-instr do-fut-lsg yesterday 

o:-na-duki-v. 

do-part-abl-lsg.poss 

T shall do tomorrow more than I did yesterday/ 
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1.12. TOPIC 

Evenki is not a 'topic-prominent' language. In the majority of cases, subr 
jects of both transitive and intransitive main verbs express topic (the par- 
ticipant the sentence is about). If the topic is expressed by the direct object 
the latter may be fronted to the sentence-initial position but this seldom 
occurs (see (515e), (515f), (517), (533)). It is, however, not obligatory to 
express topics by fronting them. The topic of the sentence may be option- 
ally marked by various pronouns and enclitics. 

1.13. HEAVY SHIFT 
1.13.1. Heavy shift processes 

1.13.1.1. Structures subject to heavy shift 

1.13.1.1.1. Adjective phrases 

In general, both written (narrative) and spoken language avoid 'heavy' 
phrases with a large number of adjuncts. There are, as a rule, not more 
than two adjuncts (either adjectives or objects or adverbs). Even if there is 
coordination of more than two adjuncts, they are usually not moved to 
a position in the sentence other than that which they would normally 
occupy. There are, however, cases which resemble heavy shift when com- 
plex attributive structures are moved to the position after the main verb 
(i.e. to the end of the sentence) (542). A preposed attributive participial 
construction is also admissible (543), although the majority of informants 
considered the form in (542) to be preferable. 
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2.1.1.1.1.3. Personal possession markers 

Possessor Singular possessum Plural possessum 

lsg 'my' -(i)v {-mi after -n) -vi 

2sg 'your' -{i )s (-ni after -n) -It (after -/ ); -ri (after -r) 

3sg 'his/her' -(i)n -in 

lpl.exc 'our' -vun (-mun after -n) -vun 

lpl.inc 'our' -(i)t {-ty after -n) -ty 

2pl 'your' -sun {-nun after -n) -lun (after -/ ); -run (after - r) 

3pl 'their' -tyn -tyn 

Plural forms in -{j)A do not take possession markers. (553) gives the 
paradigms of personal possession forms for nouns of two types: d'u 
'house' ending in a vowel and own 'reindeer' ending in -n (conjunctive 
vowel -i- for the singular possessum forms appears if a noun ends in a 
consonant other than -n): 

(553) a. Singular possessum 

lsg d'u-v my house oron-mi my reindeer 

2sg d'u-s your house oron-ni your reindeer 

3sg d'u-n his/her house oron-in his/her reindeer 

lpl.exc d'u-vun our house oron-mun our reindeer 

lpl.inc d'u-t our house oron-ty our reindeer 

2pl d'u-sun your house oron-nun your reindeer 

3pl d'u-tyn their house oron-tyn their reindeer 

(553) b. Plural possessum 

lsg. d'u-l-vi my houses oro-r-vi my reindeer (pi) 
2sg d'u-l-li your (sg) houses oro-r-ri your (sg) reindeer (pi) 

3sg d'u-l-xn his/her houses oro-r-in his/her reindeer (pi) 

lpl.exc d'u-l-vun our houses oro-r-vun our reindeer (pi) 

lpl.inc d'u-l-ty our houses oro-r-ty our reindeer (pi) 

2pl d'u-l-lun your (pi) oro-r-run your (pi) rein- 
houses deer (pi) 

3pl d'u-l-tyn their houses oro-r-tyn their reindeer (pi) 

2.1.1.1.1.4. Reflexive possession markers 

Possessor Singular possessum Plural possessum 
Singular -vi {-mi after -n) -vi 
Plural -vAr {-mAr after -n) -vAr 

(554) gives the paradigms for two types of noun stems: ending in a vowel 
{girki 'friend') and in a consonant -n {own 'reindeer'): 
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2.1.1.6. Location in time 



The expressions discussed below are used adverbially in the dative case 
form. They are not used attributively, but may appear as complements 
with the copula hi- 'be'. 



2.1.1.6.1. General 



2.1.1.6.1.1. Time of day Clock time is expressed using Russian loan- 
words, chas 'hour', minuta 'minute', sekunda 'second'; and Evenki 
numerals. For the hours the verb hi- 'be' is used which may be omitted, for 
example: 



Morphology 181 



(729) Tykinilan chas-il (bi-si-0). 
now three hour-pl (be-prs-3pl) 
'It is three o'clock now/ 

The dative case is used in adverbial expressions: 

(730) d'ur-du chas-tu 
two-dat hour-dat 
'at two o'clock' 

For clausal expression of the half-hours nouns kaltaka 'half or dulin 'half / 
middle' are used. Numerals expressing the preceding whole hour are in 
the ablative case form, for example: 

(731) Tykin dygin-duk chas kaltaka-n/dulin-in 

now four-abl hour half-3sg.poss/half-3sg.poss 

(bi-si-n). 

(be-prs-3sg) 

'It is half past four now/ (lit 'Now it is half an hour from (i.e. 

after) four/) 

To express a point in time adverbially, the possessed ablative case form of 
kaltaka/dulin 'half is used: 

(732 ) dygin-duk chas kaltaka-du-n / dygin-duk chas 
four-abl hourhalf-dat-3sg.poss/ four-abl hour 

dulin-du-n 

half-dat-3sg.poss 

'at half past four' (lit 'at half an hour from four') 

For smaller divisions of clock time the words minuta 'minute 7 and 
sekunda 'second' are used in either the dative case when used adverbially, 
or in the nominative case when used as complements. The negative noun 
axhin 'none' (in the sense of 'without/ lacking') in the instrumental case is 
used if there are less than thirty minutes left before the hour (733), (734). If 
there are more than thirty minutes left before the hour the noun axhin is 
not used. Instead numerals expressing the preceding hour are used with 
the ablative case marker (735): 

(733) Nungan eme-re-n d'ur minuta-1 a:chin-di-tyn 

he come-nfut-3sg two minute-pl none-instr-3pl.poss 

egin-du (chas-tu). 
nine-dat (hour-dat) 

'He came at two minutes to nine/ (lit. 'He came at nine with- 
out two minutes.') 
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(734) Tykin d'a-r minuta-1 a:chin-di-tyn ilan. 
now ten-pl minute-pl none-instr-3pl.poss three 

'It is ten minutes to three/ (lit. 'It is three without ten 
minutes/) 

(735) Tykin d'ur d'a-r minuta-1 nadan-duk. 
now two ten-pl minute-pl seven-abl 

'It is twenty minutes past (lit. from, i.e., after) seven/ 

Note that the word order given in (736) is also possible: 

(736) Tykin nadan-duk d'ur d'ar minuta-1. 

Two constructions are used to express quarter-hours. One to express a 
quarter past the hour (738); and one, using the negative noun axhin 
'none' to express a quarter to the hour (737): 

(737) Esikeken d'an tunnga minuta-1 a:chin-di-tyn chas. 
now ten five minute-pl none-instr-3pl.poss hour 

'It is a quarter to one now/ (lit. '(one) hour without fifteen 
minutes') 

(738) Esikeken dygin chas-il, d'an tunnga minuta-1. 
now four hour-pl ten five minute-pl 

'It is a quarter past four now.' (lit. 'It is four o'clock, fifteen 
minutes.') 

2.1.1.6.1.2. Period of day Expressions which refer to the present day arc: 

(739) tegemi esi tyrga 
in.the.morning this day 

'this morning' (cf: tymaitne 'in the morning/ tomorrow 
morning') 

(740) esi tyrga dulin-du-n 

this day middle-dat-3sg.poss 
'this afternoon' 

(741 ) dolboltono esi tyrga 
in.the. evening this day 
'this evening' 

(742) er dolboni-du 
this night-dat 
'tonight' (lit. 'this night') 

Reference to the following day is expressed by: tymaitne {tegemi) 
'tomorrow morning', tyrga tegemi 'tomorrow afternoon' (lit. 'in the after- 
noon'). The stems dolbo 'at night' and tyrga 'day' may be used as verbs: 
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(743) Tyrga-ra-n. 
dawn-nfut-3sg 

(lit.) 'It has dawned/ / 'It is broad daylight.' 

(744) Dolbo-ro-n. 
night-nfut-3sg 

'It has become dark.' / 'The night has come/ 

2.1.1.6.1.3. Days of the week Russian names of days of the week are 
used: pon'edel'nik 'Monday', vtornik 'Tuesday', sreda 'Wednesday', chetverg 
Thursday', p'atnitsa 'Friday', subbota 'Saturday', voskresen'e 'Sunday'. 
When they are used adverbially, they have the dative form: (-duf-tu). The 
nominative case is used when days of the week are in the subject or in the 
complement position: 

(745) a. Tyma:tne sreda bi-d'anga-n. 

tomorrow Wednesday be-fut-3sg 
'It will be Wednesday tomorrow.' 

(745) b. Tynive subbota bi-cho-n. 

yesterday Saturday be-pst-3sg 
'It was Saturday yesterday/ 

To specify a particular future day, g'e 'next/ another' is used: 

(746) g'e-du vtornik-tu 
next-dat Tuesday-dat 
'the next Tuesday' 

To specify a particular day in the past, amaskipty 'last' is used: 

(747) amaskipty-du p'atnitsa-du 
last-dat Friday-dat 
'last Friday' 

Note also the adverbials tyma:tne chagudu/tegemi chagudu 'the day after 
tomorrow', tynive 'yesterday', tynive chagudu 'the day before yesterday', 
esityrga 'today', g'e nadalla-du (dat) 'next week', amaskipty nadalla-du 'last 
week'. 

2.1.1.6.1.4. Months of the year There are both Russian loan-words 
(Latin by origin) and also indigenous Evenki names for the months or, 
more accurately, various periods of the year. Periods denoted by Russian 
terms coincide only approximately with the indigenous Evenki terms. 
Traditional Evenki terms cannot be considered as attempted indigenous 
equivalents to the Russian terms. Both systems function independently. 
Some of the Evenki terms are clearly motivated, whereas others do not 
have corresponding verbal or nominal bases, i.e. the semantic path of 
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their origin is lost. May is the only month term which has fio Evenki 
correspondent. The month terms belonging to the two systems are: 
janvar'/mire (lit. 'shoulder') 'January', fevral'l giravun 'February', mart/ 
ektengkire (lit. 'the period when snow falls from the branches of the trees'; 
ektengki- 'to fall' (of snow from the branches of the trees)) 'March', aprel'l 
turan ('the period when crows return'; cf. turaki 'a crow') 'April', maj 
'May', ijun Imuchun (lit. 'return' (verbal noun)) 'June', ijul'lirvn (lit. 'the 
period when berries become ripe'; cf. ir- 'become ripe')/ irkin (verbal 
noun in -n from the verb irki- 'tear off the skin of the horns (said of a 
reindeer before pairing)) 'July', avgustlirkin 'August', sentjabr'/$iru:d'an or 
sirw.lasani (lit. 'the period of reindeer pairing'; cf. situ: 'a wild deer or a 
reindeer in the period of pairing') 'September', oktjabr'lugun (the period of 
thin snow and frozen water near the banks of rivers and lakes) 'October', 
nojabr'l hugdarpi or ho:gdarpi 'November' (in some villages hogdarpi can 
also refer to October), dekabr'/hegdyg (cf. hegdy 'big /large') or otki: ('the 
period of severe frosts') 'December'. When used adverbially these nouns 
take the dative case, e.g.: mire-du 'in January'. Phrases involving months 
and dates include month terms in the nominative case, for example: 

(748) a. Mart d'apkin tyrgani-n-du 

march eighth day-3sg.poss-dat 
'on the eighth of March' 

(748) b. Maj egi tyrgani-n - Davdyn tyrgani-n. 

may ninth day-3sg.poss victory day-3sg.poss 
'The ninth of May is Victory Day.' 

Note also g'e bega 'next month', amaskiptyfgoropty bega 'last month'. 

2.1.1.6.1.5. Year Numeral expressions in the dative case (-du) are most 
frequently used. Nominative case is found when used as the subject or as 
the complement, for example: 

(749) Tys'acha egin n'ama:di d'ur d'a-r-du anngani-du nungan 
thousand nine hundred two ten-pl-dat year-dat he 

baldy-cha-n, 

be.born-pst-3sg 

'He was born in 1920.' 

Note also the adverbials er anngani-du 'this year', tyngaringna 'last year', 
gochin/gochin-du 'next year', g'e anngani '(for) the second year', ilan-duli 
anngani-l-duli (-duli (prol)) 'in three years', mudavsipty-l-du anngani-l-du 
'these past few years', mudavsipty-du anngani-du 'during the last year'. 
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2.1.1.6.1.6. Festivals Names of festivals are usually used in the dative 
case. When used as complements of copular constructions they take the 
nominative case. 

(750) a. Omakta-du Anngani-du 
new-dat year-dat 
'in the New Year' 

(750) b. Davdyn Tyrgani-n-du 

victory day-3sg.poss-dat 
'on Victory Day' 

2.1.1.6.1.7. Seasons Adverbials expressing the seasons are either in the 
'pure' form or in the dative case form of the corresponding nouns, e.g. 
nelki I nelki-ni-du 'earlier in spring' (e.g. 'in March'), riengneln'engne-ni-du 
'later in spring' (e.g. 'in May'), d'uga/d'uga-ni-du 'in summer', bolo/bolo-ni- 
du 'in autumn', tugel tuge-ni-du 'in winter'. The pronoun er 'this' is added 
to refer to the current season, cf. er tugenidu 'this winter'. An adjective 
tyngaripty 'last year's' is used when referring to a previous season and the 
adverb gochin 'next year' is used when referring to the coming year, for 
example: 

(751) Tar tyngaripty-du d'ugani-du bi-cho-n. 
that last.year-dat summer-dat be-pst-3sg 
'That was (happened) last summer.' 

(752) Nungan gochin boloni-du eme-d'enge-n. 
he next.year autumn-dat come-fut-3sg 
'She will come next autumn.' 

When used adverbially, several dative case forms may be used. The 
nominative case is used when the noun of the season is used as the subject 
or a complement: 

(753) Tugeni o:-ra-n. 
winter become-nfut-3sg 
'Winter has come.' 

The definite accusative case is used with such verbs as in- 'live' and bi- 
'live' (also in the sense 'spend (time)'), for example: 

(754) Nungan upkat-va d'ugani-va guleseg-du in-d'eche-n. 
he whole-accd summer-accd village-dat live-impf-3sg 
'He has lived /spent the whole summer in the village.' 

See 5.1.5.1 for a list of season expressions. 
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2.1.2.1.19. Secondary pronoun system 

Evenki has no secondary pronominal system, by which it would be 
possible to specify in greater detail the precise composition of various 
non-singular combinations of persons. 



2.1.2.1.20. Case system in pronouns 

All pronouns are inflected for case. The case paradigm for personal 
pronouns consists of ten case forms. 

(796) a. 



Singular 

nom 

accd 

dat 

instr 

all 

locall 

abl 

elat 

prol 

locdir 

nom 

accd 

dat 

instr 

all 

locall 

abl 

elat 

prol 

locdir 



bi T 

mine-ve/mine 

min-du 

min-di 

min-dule 

min-tyki 

min-duk 

min-ngit 

min-duli 

min-ikle 



si you 

sine-ve I sine 

sin-du 

sin-di 

sin-dule 

sin-tyki 

sin-duk 

sin-ngit 

sin-duli 

sin-ikle 



nungan 

nungan-ma-n 

nungan-du-n 

nungan-di-n 

nungan-dula-n 

nungan-tyki-n 

nungan-duk-in 

nungan-ngid-in 

nungan-duli-n 

nungan-ikla-n 



'he'/ 'she' 
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(796) b. Plural 
nom 
accd 
dat 
instr 
all 

locall 
abl 
elat 
prol 
locdir 

nom 

accd 

dat 

instr 

all 

locall 

abl 

elat 

prol 

locdir 



bu 

mune-ve I mune 

mun-du 

mun-di 

mun-dule 

mun-tyki 

mun-dufc 

m M-hgit 

mun-duli 

muni-kle 



'we (exc)' mil 



'we (inc)' 



mit-yt I 'mit-pe 

ftlit-tu 

mit-it 

mit-tule 

mit-tyki 

mit-tuk 

mit~kit 

mit-tuli 

mit-ikle 



su 

sune-ve I sune 

sun-du 

sun-di 

sun-dule 

sun-tyki 

sun-duk 

sun-ngit 

sun-duli 

sun-ikle 



'you' 



nungartyn 

nungar-va-tyn 

nungar-du-tyn 

nungar-di-tyn 

nungar-dula-tyn 

nungar-tyki-tyn 

nungar-duk-tyn 

nungar-gidi-tyn 

nungar-duli-tyn 

nungar-ikla-tyn 

2.1.2.1.20.1. Deviations from a case system in nouns 



'they' 



2.1.2.1.20.1.1. Additional cases and their functions: Additional case 
forms are lacking. 

2.1.2.1.20.1.2. Absent cases: Two 'noun' cases are lacking - the indefinite 
accusative case and the allative-prolative case (-kli). 

2.1.2.1.20.1.3. Different uses of the cases: Case forms of personal pro- 
nouns have the same uses as those of nouns. There are however some 
restrictions on functions, which can be semantically accounted for. Thus 
the instrumental case form of personal pronouns does not have the func- 
tion of 'instrument', but has either the meaning of cause or the comitative 
meaning, for example: 

(797) Bi nungan-di-n so:t nge:let-che-m. 

I he-instr-3sg.poss very be.afraid-prs-lsg 
T am very much afraid of him.' 
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-ngi is attached to its stem nungar- and before the suffix -tyn, homonym- 
ous with the personal possession marker of the third-person plural. 

There are two reflexive possessive pronouns: menngivi 'one's own' 
(belonging to one person) and merngiver / menngiver 'their (pi) own' 
(belonging to more than one person). These pronouns are formed on the 
basis of reflexive pronouns me:nmi 'oneself, (pi) me:rver ' (see 2.1.2.2) with 
the possessive suffix -ngi attached to the stems me:n-/me:r- before the 
reflexive possession markers -vil-ver. 

There are seven relative possessive pronouns: menngi-v 'my own', 
menngi-s 'your (sg) own', menngi-n 'his/her own', merngi-vun 'our (exc) 
own', merngi-t 'our (inc) own', merngi-sun 'your (pi) own', merngi-tyn 
'their own'. These are formed, like the previous group of reflexive 
possessive pronouns, on the basis of the stems of reflexive pronouns 
me:n- 1 me:r-, but unlike reflexive possessive pronouns relative possessive 
pronouns require suffixes of personal possession ~v 'my', -s 'your (sg)', -n 
'his/her', -vunl-t 'our', -sun 'your (pi)', -tyn 'their'. 

2.1.2.4.4. Case system in possessive pronouns 

Possessive pronouns of all the three groups are marked for case. 

2.1.2.4.4.1. Means of expressing case in the possessive pronouns The 

means of expressing case in the possessive pronouns is the same as in the 
noun. 



2.1.2.4.4.2. Differences in case paradigms Personal possessive pro- 
nouns, like nouns, have the forms of all the twelve cases. Below I present 
the case paradigm of personal possessive pronouns minngi 'my /mine', 
nunganngin 'his/her(s)' and nungarngityn 'their(s)'. The pronouns sinngi 
'your(s) (sg)', munngi I mitngi 'our(s)' and sunngi 'your(s) (pi)' are declined 
exactly as the pronoun minngi 'my/ mine'. 



(807) 



nom 


min-ngt 


accd 


minngi-ve 


accin 


minngi- je 


dat 


minngi-du 


instr 


minngi-t 


all 


minngi-le 


locall 


minngi-tki 


abl 


minngi-duk 


elat 


minngi-git 


prol 


minngi-li 


locdir 


minngi-kle 


allprol 


minngi-kli 



nungan-ngi-n 

nunganngi-va-n 

nunganngi-ja-n 

nunganngi-du-n 

nunganngi-di-n 

nunganngi-la-n 

nunganngi-tki-n 

nunganngi-duk'in 

nunganngi-gid-in 

nunganngiAi-n 

nunganngi-kla-n 

nunganngi-kli-n 



nungar-ngi-tyn 
n u ngarngi-va-tyn 
nungarngi-ja-tyn 
nungarngi-du-tyn 
n u ngarngi-di-tyn 
nungarngi'la-tyn 
n u ngarngi- tki- tyn 
n u ngarngi-duk- tyn 
nungarngi-gid-ityn 
nungarngi-li-tyn 
nungarngi-kla-tyn 
nungarngi-kli-tyn 
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Personal possessive pronouns of the third-person singular and plural, 
unlike other pronouns after case suffixes take the possession markers -n 
(3sg) and -tyn (3pl), respectively (807). 

The case paradigm of the reflexive possessive pronouns consists of 
eleven cases (lacking the nominative case). The case marker is added to 
the stem menngi- before the affix of reflexive possession -vi (sg)/-ver (pi): 



(808) 



accd 

accin 

dat 

instr 

all 

locall 

abl 

elat 

prol 

locdir 

allprol 



menngi 
menngi 
menngi 
menngi 
menngi 
menngi 
menngi 
menngi 
menngi 
menngi 
menngi 



■vi 

■je-vi 

■du-vi 

■t-vi 

■le-vi 

■tki-vi 

■duk-vi 

■git-vi 

li-vi 

kle-vi 

■kli-vi 



menngi- 
menngi 
menngi 
menngi 
menngi 
menngi 
menngi 
menngi 
menngi 
menngi 
menngi 



■vex 

■je-ver 

du-ver 

t-ver 

le-ver 

■tki-ver 

duk-ver 

git-ver 

li-ver 

kle-ver 

kli-ver 



The case paradigm of relative possessive pronouns consists of twelve 
forms, i.e. it is equal to the case paradigm of nouns. The case marker is 
added to the stem menngi- (sg)/merngi- (pi.) before the suffix of personal 
possession. Below paradigms of two first person pronouns are given: one 
for the singular and the other for the plural. Other personal forms are 
derived by means of adding different personal possession markers 
instead of -v (lsg) and -vun (lpl.exc) respectively: 

(809) 



nom 


menngi-v 


merngi-vun 


accd 


menngi-ve-v 


merngi-ve-vun 


accin 


menngi- je-v 


merngi-je-vun 


dat 


menngi-du-v 


merngi-du-vun 


instr 


menngi-di-v 


merngi-di-vun 


all 


menngi-le-v 


merngi-le-vun 


locall 


menngi-tki-v 


merngi-tki-vun 


abl 


menngi-duk-iv 


merngi-duk-ivun 


elat 


menngi-gid-iv 


merngi-gid-ivun 


prol 


menngi-li-v 


merngi-li-vun 


locdir 


menngi-kle-v 


merngi-kle-vun 


allprol 


menngi-kli-v 


merngi-kli-vun 



2.1.2.4.5. Expression of possession if there are no possessive pronouns 
Evenki has possessive pronouns. 
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2.1.2.6. Interrogative pronouns and other question words 
2.1.2.6.1. Interrogative pronouns 

2.1.2.6.1.1. List of interrogative pronouns 

ngi? 'who?' ekun? 'what?/who?' 

ngingi? 'whose?' ekunngi? 'whose?' 

ekutai? 'with what?' ekuchi? 'with what?' 

ekunngali? (sg)/ekurgali? (pi) ekunnun? 'with whom?' 

'with what?' /'with whom?' ekupty? 'what?'/ 'at what time?' /'in 
ekunngachin? 'like what?'/ what order?' 

'like whom?' ekuma? 'what (pi) quality?' 

ekundyn? 'like what in size?' ady? 'how much?' 

ekudy? 'what kind of?' o:kin? 'when?' 

anty? 'which?' idyvu? 'which one?' 
oki? 'how much?' /'how many?' avgu? 'what? /which?' (by place) 

asun? 'how many?' adyra? 'how many times?' 

avady? 'which?' idu? 'where?' (stative) 

adytal? 'by what number?' ile/irtyki? 'where to?' 

ir? 'which?' iduk? 'where from?' 

For examples of these interrogative pronouns and other question words 
see 1.1.1.2.2. 

2.1.2.6.1.2. Number marking of interrogative pronouns Almost all 
interrogative pronouns may be marked for number with the exception of 
the pronouns oki?, asun?, adytal?, adyra?, ekutai? The means of expressing 
number in the interrogative is the same as that for nouns. The pronouns 
having the stem ekun- 'what?' in the singular change it for eku-r? in the 
plural due to the stem-final -n (cf. own 'reindeer' -oro-r 'reindeer (pi)'). All 
the other pronouns add the plural suffix -/ which also marks the plural in 
the majority of nouns, e.g. ngi-l? 'who (pi)?', ekudyA? 'what kind of (pi)?', 
ekuma-l? 'what (pi) (quality)?', antyA? 'what (pi)', ady-l? 'how much (pi)?', 
ngingi-l? 'whose (pi)?', avady-l? 'what (pi)?' iri-l? 'which (pi)?', etc. 

2.1.2.6.1.3. Class/gender marking of interrogative pronouns These 
categories are not marked in interrogative pronouns. 

2.1.2.6.1.4. Case marking of interrogative pronouns All interrogative 
pronouns listed in 2.1.2.6.1.1 except those possessing comitative or case 
markers (e.g. eku-tai? 'with what?', eku-chi? 'with what?', ekun-nun? 'with 
whom?', i-du? (dat) 'where?', i-duk? (abl) 'from where?', i-k? (all) / ir-tyki? 
(locall) 'where to?') and also adyra? 'how many times?' are declined and 
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have the case paradigm consisting of all twelve cases. The means of 
expressing case in the interrogative pronouns is the same as that in nouns. 
The difference between the definite and indefinite accusatives of the inter- 
rogative pronouns is the same as that of nouns: the entities referred to are 
considered to be either definite (referential) or indefinite (non-referential). 
Example (822) gives case paradigms of the most frequent interrogative 
pronouns. The declension of other pronouns is similar to these 
paradigms. 

(822) 



nom ekun? 'what?' eku-r? 'what? (pi) ngi? 'w 


accd ekun-ma? 


ekur-va? 


ngi-ve? 


accin ekun-a? 


ekur-a? 


ngi-je? 


dat ekun-du? 


ekur-du? 


ngi-du ? 


instr ekun-di? 


ekur-di? 


ngi-t? 


all ekun-dula? 


ekur-dula? 


ngi-le? 


locall ekun-tyki? 


ekur-tyki? 


ngi-tki? 


abl ekun-duk? 


ekur-duk? 


ngi-duk? 


elat ekun-ngit? 


ekur-git? 


ngi-git? 


prol ekun-duli? 


ekur-duli? 


ngi-li? 


locdir ekun-ikla? 


ekur-ikla? 


ngi-kle? 


atipro ekun-ikli? 


ekur-ikli? 


ngi-kli? 


nom ngi-l? 'who? 


(pi)' ir? 'which?' 




accd ngi-l-ve? 


ire-ve? 




accin ngi-l-e? 


ir-e? 




dat ngi-l-du? 


i-du? 




instr ngi-l-di? 


iri-t? 




all ngi-l-dule? 


i-le? 




locall ngi-l-tyki? 


ir-tyki? 




abl ngi-l-duk? 


i-duk? 




elat ngi-l-git? 


ir-git? 




prol ngi-l-duli? 


i'li? 




locdir ngi-l-ikle? 


ir-ikle? 




allprol ngi-l-ikli? 


ir-ikli? 





2.1.2.6.1.5. Other grammatical categories 

are not marked in the demonstrative. 



Other grammatical categories 



2.1.2.6.1.6. Interrogative pronouns used adjectivally The following 
interrogative pronouns may be used adjectivally: ekun? 'what?', ekunngi? 
'whose?', ekuma? 'what (pi) quality?', avady? 'what?', avgu? 'what?', ekudy? 
'what kind of?', anty? 'what? /which?', ady? 'how much?7'how many?', 
adytal? 'by what number?', ngingi? 'whose?', idyvuiidygu? 'which one?', 
for example: 
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(880) d. Kalan usi-du loku-cha-v-d'ara-n. 

pot strap-dat hang-res-pass-prs-3sg 
' A pot is hanging on a strap.' 

Thus, the obligatory valency of the passive forms derived from resulta- 
tives in -chA (e.g. loku-cha-v- 'be hung somewhere' (880d)) exceeds by one 
the obligatory valency of the non-passive resultative forms (for example: 
loku-cha- 'hang (intr)' (880b)). 

2.1.3.1.4. Special reflexive and reciprocal verb forms 

Specialized reflexive verb forms are lacking in Evenki. For special recipro- 
cal forms with the suffix -mAti-mAch, see 1.7.1. Special reciprocal forms 
have no uses other than reciprocal. 

2.13.2. Tense 

There are twelve tense forms in Evenki: eight synthetic and four analytic. 
Basic meanings and frequency of the tense forms are given in Table 2.1. 

Table 2.1 Basic meanings and frequency of Evenki tense forms 



Time 


Tense form 


Basic meaning 


Narration 
(%) 


Dialogue 
(%) 


Past 


Non-future (-rA) 


Recent past 


80.0 


19.0 




Past indefinite (-chA) 


Past 


7.0 


23.0 




Past iterative (-ngki) 


Past iterative 


0.3 


1.0 




Imperfect (-d AchA) 


Imperfect 


1.8 


4.0 




Perfect (-chA bi-si-) 


Perfect 


0.3 


3.0 




Pluperfect (chA bi-che-) 


Pluperfect 


2.0 


3.0 




Past habitual (-vki bi-che-) 


Past habitual 


0.2 


0.0 


Present 


Present indefinite (-d'ArA) 


Present 


5.4 


24.0 




Habitual (-vki bi-si-) 


Present habitual 


3.0 


1.0 


Future 


Future indefinite (-d'AngA) 


Future 


0.0 


1.9 




Future contact (-d'A) 


Immediate future 


0.0 


20.0 




Nearest future (-d'AUA) 


Nearest future 


0.0 


0.1 


Total 






100.0 


100.0 



Note: Figures in the fourth and fifth columns represent percentages of 3,000 finite verb forms each for both 
dialogue and narration counted separately. 



2.1.3.2.1. Formal tense distinctions 

2.1.3.2.1.1. Universal This function is expressed by the habitual parti- 
ciple in -vki and the optional auxiliary verb form bi-si- (bi- 'be' in the 
present tense), for example: 
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converbs, the only aspects which are possible are imperfective (with certain 
exceptions), ingressive, continuous, and rarely semelfactive (see 2.1.3.5). 

2.1.3.4. Mood 

Mood and modality should be distinguished in Evenki. Mood is an 
obligatory category and is a matter of inflectional paradigm, while modal- 
ity is indicated by such verbal suffixes as -mu 'want' and -ssa 'try' (see 
2.13.4.15), which must be followed either by the mood marker or by the 
non-finiteness (participial or converbal) marker. 

2.13.4.1. Indicative 

The indicative mood has no specialized marking but is signalled by the 
obligatory presence of the tense marker and one of the three sets of fused 
person - number inflections used both with transitive and with intransi- 
tive verb bases. Thus there are three types of conjugation in Evenki. 

Type 1: personal endings added to tense forms in -d'Ara (present), -rA 
(non-future) and -d' A (future) are given in (957) (the same endings are also 
added to the future forms in -d 'AHA). These tense paradigms are charac- 
terized by the irregularity of the presence of suffix -rA which is missing in 
the first person singular and second person singular forms (its absence 
is marked by -0). Paradigms of the verb baka- 'find' are given. 

(957) Type 1: Paradigms of the forms in -rA, -d'ArA and -d'A 

Non-future (-rA) Present (-d'ArA) 
lsg baka-0-m T have found' baka-d'a-m T find 7 

2sg baka-0-nni baka-d'a-nni 

3sg baka-ra-n baka-d'ara-n 

lpl.exc baka-ra-v baka-d'ara-v 

lpl.inc baka-ra-p baka-d'ara-p 

2pl baka-ra-s baka-d'ara-s 

3pl baka-ra baka-d'ara 

Future (-d'A) 
lsg = baka-d'a-m Twill find' 
2sg *= baka-d'a-nni 
3sg = baka-d'a-n 
lpl.exc = baka-d'ara-v 
lpl.inc = baka-d'a-p 
2pl = baka-d'a-s 
3pl = baka-d'ara 

It is significant that four forms in -d'ArA (present) and -d'a (future) out 
of seven coincide. Thus, in Evenki among the other tense forms there 
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co-exist two verbal paradigms: on the one hand, non-future forms in 
-(d'A)rA expressing either recent past (-rA) or present situations (verbs of 
state in -rA and all verbs in -d'ArA), and on the other hand, non-past forms 
in -d'A(rA) expressing either present (in -d'ArA) or future (-d'A) situations. 

Type 2: personal endings added to tense forms in -chA (past indefinite), 
-ngki (past iterative) and -d'AngA (future categorical) coincide with 
personal possessive nominal endings, e.g. lsg baka-cha-v 'I found', 2sg 
baka-cha-s 'you (sg) found', 3sg baka-cha-n '(s)he found', lpl.exc baka-cha- 
vun 'we found', lpl.inc baka-cha-t 'we found', 2pl baka-cha-sun 'you (pi) 
found', 3pl baka-cha-tyn 'they found'. (Forms in -ngki and -d'AngA take the 
same agreement endings.) 

Type 3 includes conjugation of analytic tense forms involving participles 
in ~chA and -vki which can take the plural suffix -/. The auxiliary verb 
bi- 'be' in the present tense form (bi-si-) used in the perfect and the present 
habitual tenses is conjugated according to type 1 (except for first and 
second person plural when it is conjugated according to type 2). This 
auxiliary in the past tense form (bi-che-) used in the pluperfect and the 
past habitual tense is conjugated according to type 2. The auxiliary may 
be omitted in the third person singular and plural both in the present and 
past perfect. Paradigms of the verb baka- 'find' for the perfect (baka-cha bi- 
si-) and pluperfect (baka-cha bi-che-) tenses are given in (958). Habitual 
forms in -vki bi-si- (present habitual) and -vki bi-che- (past habitual) have 
the same agreement endings. 

(958) Paradigms of forms in -chA bi-si-/ bi-che- 

Perfect (-chA bi-si-) 
lsg baka-cha bi-si-m T have found' 
2sg baka-cha bi-si-nni 
3sg baka-cha bi-si-n 
lpl.exc baka-cha(-l) bi-si-vun 
lpl.inc baka-cha(-l) bi-si-t 
2pl baka-cha(-l) bi-si-sun 
3pl baka-cha(-l) bi-si 

Pluperfect (-chA bi-che-,) 
lsg baka-cha bi-che-v 'I had found' 
2sg baka-cha bi-che-s 
3sg baka-cha bi-che-n 
lpl.exc baka-cha(-l) bi-che-vun 
lpl.inc baka-cha(-l) bi-che-t 
2pl baka-cha(-l) bi-che-sun 
3pl baka-cha(-l) bi-che-tyn 

Conditional mood agreement endings are parallel to the indicative 
(type 2 for the synthetic conditional and type 3 for the analytic conditional 



Morphology 261 



mood). Debitive mood agreement endings are parallel to the indicative 
(first-, second- and third-person singular to type 1; first-, second- and 
third-person plural to type 2). Optative mood agreement endings are 
parallel to the endings of type 2 of the indicative. Mood forms expressing 
degrees of certainty have agreement endings parallel to type 1 (forms in 
-nA and in -rgu) and type 2 (forms in -rkA). 

2.1.3.4.2. Conditional 

The conditional mood is marked by the suffix -mchA for all persons and 
numbers and either type 2 conjugation for synthetic forms expressing 
present situations or type 3 conjugation for analytic forms (with auxiliary 
bi- 'be') expressing prior situations. Synthetic and analytic conditional 
mood forms of the verb baka- 'find' are given in (959): 

(959) Conditional mood forms 

Synthetic 
Isg baka-mcha-v 'I would find' 
2sg baka-mcha-s 
3sg baka-mcha(-n) 
lpl.exc baka-mcha-vun 
lpl.ine baka-mcha-t 
2pl baka-mcha-sun 
3pl baka-mcha-tyn 

baka-mcha-1 

Analytic 
lsg baka-cha bi-mche-v 'I would have found' 

2sg baka-cha bi-mche-s 
3sg baka-cha bi-mche(-n) 
lpl.exc baka-cha-1 bi-mche-vun 
lpl.ine baka-cha-1 bi-mche-t 
2pl baka-cha-1 bi-mche-sun 
3pl baka-cha-1 bi-mehe-tyn/bi-mche-I 

(960) Si dukuvun-ma tang-mi, tara-ve sa:-mcha-s. 
you letter-accd read-conv that-accd know-cond-2sg 
'If you read the letter, you would know (about) that.' 

(961 ) Bi nungan-man iche-che bi-mi, nungan-dun tara gun-che 
I he-accd see-part be-conv he-dat that say-part 

bi-mche-v. 

be-cond-lsg 

'If I had seen him, I would have told him that.' 
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2.1.3.4.3. Imperative 

2.1.3.4.3.1. Persons and numbers of the imperative The imperative has 
special forms in all persons and numbers. There are two paradigms of 
imperative mood - one for the nearest future imperatives, and the other 
one for remote future imperatives: 

(962) Nearest future imperative 

lsg baka-kta 'let me find' 

2sg baka-kal 'find!' 

3sg baka-gin 'let him/her find' 
lpl.exc baka~kta-vun / baka-vvun 'let us find' 

lpl.inc baka-gat iet us find' 

2pl baka-kallu '(you pi.) find!' 

3pl baka-ktyn Tet them find' 

Remote future imperative 
lsg baka-ngna:~m Tet me find afterwards' 
2sg baka-da:-vi 'find afterwards!' 
3sg baka~ngna:-n Tet him/her find then' 
lpl.exc baka~ngna:-v Tet us find then' 
lpl.inc baka-ngna;-p Tet us find then' 
2pl baka-da:-ver 'find afterwards/ then!' 
3pl baka-ngna:-tyn Tet them find then' 

(963) Si duku-kal. 
you write-2sg.imp 
'You, write!' 

(964) Tyma:tne eme-gin. 
tomorrow come-3sg.imp 

'Let him come tomorrow.' /'He should come tomorrow.' 

(965) D'u-la-ver eme-mi d'u-dy-va hava-ve 
house-all-prefl come-conv house-adjzr-accd work-accd 

o:-da:-ver. 

do-2pl.imp-prefl 

(lit.) 'On coming to your houses do housework (the work 

about the house).' 

(966) Bira-va dag-mi guluvun-ma ila-da:-vi. 
river-accd cross-conv fire-accd burn-2sg.imp-prefl 
'(Upon) crossing the river make a fire.' 
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2.1.3.4.4. Optative 

The optative mood is expressed by the marker -ngaty for all persons and 
numbers and type 2 conjugation (this form in the northern and eastern 
dialects sometimes has the debitive meaning): 

(967) Optative mood forms 

Singular 
first baka-ngaty-v 'I would like to find' / 'It would be 

good for me to find' 
second baka-ngaty-s 'I would like you to find' 
third baka-ngaty-n 'I would like him/her to find' /'It 

would be good if (s)he found (this)' 

Plural 
first exc baka-ngaty-vun 
first inc baka-ngaty-p 
second baka-ngaty-sun 
third baka-ngaty-n 

(968) Ollomo-s-ngoty-n min-nun tyma:tne. 
fish-smlf-opt-3sg I-com tomorrow 

'I'd like him to go fishing with me tomorrow// 

'It would be good if he went fishing with me tomorrow/ 

2.1.3.4.5. Intentional mood 
This mood is lacking. 

2.1.3.4.6. Debitive 

The debitive mood has the marker -mAchin for all persons and numbers 
and mixed (typel/type 2) conjugation. There are both synthetic (for 
obligation in the present) and analytic (for obligation in the past, present 
and future) forms. The latter, as always, involve the auxiliary bi- 'be' in the 
past (bi-che-) or the present (bi-si-) tense forms. Since the debitive mood 
form comes from the debitive participle in -mAchin (see 2.1.3.5) the latter 
can have the plural form in -mAchi-r (cf. own 'reindeer' - oro-r 'reindeer 

(pi)')- 
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(969) Debitive mood forms 

Synthetic 
lsg baka-machi-m 'I must find' 
2sg baka-machin-ni 
3sg baka-machin-in 
lpl.exc baka-machin-mun 
lpl.inc baka-machin-ty 
2pl baka-machin-sun 
3pl baka-machin-tyn 

baka-machi-r 

Analytic 
lsg baka-machin bi-si-m 'I (will) have to find' 

baka-machin bi-che-v 'I had/ was to find' 

2sg baka-machin bi-si-nni / bi-che-s 
3sg baka-machin bi-si-n / bi-che-n 
lpl.exc baka-machir bi-si-vun/bi-che-vun 
lpl.inc baka-machir bi-si-t/bi-che-t 
2pl baka-machir bi-si-sun / bi-che-sun 
3pl baka-machir bi-si-tyn / bi-che-tyn 

(970) Minngi girki-v ilan-duli chas-tuli 
My friend-lsg.poss three-prol hour-prol 

suru-mechin-in. 

go.away-oblg-3sg 

'My friend must go /leave in three hours/ 

(971) Asa-1 d'u-la-ver suru-mechi-r bi-che-tyn. 
woman-pl house-all-prefl go.away-oblg-pl be-pst-3pl 
'The women had /were to go to their homes.' 

The analytic debitive form with the auxiliary in the present tense form 
bi-si- denotes obligation of the future action: 

(972) Su edu upkat-va tugeni-ve in-d'e-mechi-r bi-si-sun. 
you here all-accd winter-accd live-impv-oblg-pl be-prs-2pl 
'You (pi) will have to live here the whole winter.' 

2.1.3.4.6.1. Moral and physical obligation There is no formal distinc- 
tion between the expression of moral and physical obligation. 

2.1.3.4.6.2. Different degrees of obligation There is no expression of 
different degrees of obligation. 
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2.1.3.4.7. Potential 

There is no potential mood. Its functions are performed either by the 
posterior modal participle in -d'AngA (see 2.1.3.5 below) or by the future 
tense in -d'AngA (see 2.1.3.2.1.4). 

2.1 .3.4.8. Degrees of certainty 

There are three suffixes (-nA, -rkA and -rgu) expressing the degree of cer- 
tainty with which the speaker makes an assertion. Forms in -nA express 
probability of a situation which either takes place in the present or took 
place recently, forms in -rkA express probability of a situation which 
might have taken place in the past, forms in -rgu express probability of 
a situation which takes place habitually. Forms in -nA and -rgu are 
conjugated according to type 1 and forms in -rkA according to type 2 (see 
2.1.3.4.1): 

(973) Forms expressing degrees of certainty 

lsg ga-na-m 'maybe I take/ ga-rka-v 'maybe I took' 

took recently' 
2sg ga-na-nni ga-rka-s 

3sg ga-na-n ga-rka(-n) 

Ipl.exc ga-na-re-v ga-rka-vun 

lpl.inc ga-na-p ga-rka-t 

2pl ga-na-s ga-rka-sun 

3pl ga-na-re ga-rka-tynl 

ga-rka-l 

* s 8 ga-rgu-m 'maybe I usually take' 

2sg ga-rgu-nni 

3sg ga-rgu-n 

Ipl.exc ga-rgu-vun 

lpl.inc ga-rgu-t 

2pl ga-rgu-sun 

3pl ga-rgu-ra 

(974) Su tar asatkan-me sa:-na-s. 

you that girl-accd know-prob-2sg 
'You (pi) probably know that girl.' 

(975) Si tar ure-le tevle-rgu-nni. 

you that hill-all gather.berries-prob-2sg 
'Perhaps you (sg) gather berries on that hill.' 

Forms in -nA and -rkA can be not only synthetic but also analytic. The 
latter forms consist of the participles in -chA (of anteriority), in -vki 
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